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Abstract:

In this study, the researcher attempts to re-evaluate the studies concerning the effects
of traditional culture in the thought of Japanese thinker Fukuzawa Yukichi (1839-1901).
There are many previous studies on Fukuwawa's enlightening thought, and on the
negative role of traditional culture in Fukuzawa's thought of modernization, but the
studies dealing with Fukuzawa's view towards Buddhism is less and rare. In this paper,
the researcher firstly introduces these previous researches dealing directly and indirectly
with Fukuzawa's view towards the Japanese traditional culture. Then, the researcher
critiques and evaluates these pervious researches.

For example, Nishitani emphasizes in his study that Fukuzawa aims to erase
traditional culture in order to westernize the Japanese society. The researcher here is
completely opposite to Nishitani's thought. In fact, Fukuzawa did not use the word
"erase" or "destroy" on talking about Shantouism, Confucianism, or Buddhism in any of
his writings (22 volumes). Another example is from Hikidashi's study, in which he
describes Fukuzawa as an enthusiastic defender of Buddhism against the spread of
Christianity to protect the Japanese identity. The researcher opposed Heikidashi. Indeed,
Fukuzawa compared between Christianity and Buddhism, but his comparison was about
absolute and celestial beliefs of Christianity compared to flexible and humanely thought
of Buddhism. However, Fukuzawa didn't profess about the dangers of Christianity as
Hekidashi says. In fact, Fukuzawa himself taught his children ethics using the book
“Daily Lessons" Which contains some Christian teachings and terms.

Finally, the researcher draws an original perception of Fukuzawa's view toward the
traditional culture, depends on investigating Fukuzawa's full works. The researcher
concluded that Fukuzawa does not believe in Buddhism or Confucianism, but he does

not also despise or want to erase this traditional culture, as some researchers claim. The
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researcher proved through this study that Fukuzawa has a unique relative view not only
towards the traditional culture but also to the modern culture. In his book, "Summary of
the Theory of Civilization", he relies on three types of measures, namely "time, place
and circumstance," on valuing any kind of knowledge whether traditional or modern.
He thought that the 19th century and the circumstances was not unsuitable for Japanese
traditional culture whether Buddhism or Confucianism. However, changes of

circumstances and time may lead to change of priority, advantage and significance.

Keywords:
Fukuzawa Yukichi, Japanese Traditional Culture, Shinto, Buddhism, Confucianism,
Enlightement, Modernization, Westernization
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