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Abstract

Since the early centuries, Arabic scholars have diligently composed works dedicated to animals,
detailing their names, descriptions, and every significant aspect of the animal world, stemming
from a positive perspective that underscores the importance of animals.

Animals profoundly impacted the souls of pre-Islamic poets, reflecting their close connection
with and need for them. Thus, poets spoke extensively about animals, describing their bodies,
temperaments, movements, stillness, and their relationship with and affection for them. This
attachment is also evident in the way they named their children after animals, with names like
Asad (lion), Kalb (dog), Namira (leopardess), Tha‘laba (fox), and Dhi’b (wolf). Al-Jahiz
commented, "The Arabs used to name their children after animals like Kalb (Dog), Himar
(Donkey), Hajjar (Stone), Jo'l (Beetle), Hanzalah (Pond), and Qird (Monkey), out of optimism."!
He then explained that this optimism arose from the qualities associated with these animals: the
wolf for cunning, acumen, and resourcefulness; the donkey for longevity, strength, and
endurance; and the dog for guarding, vigilance, and productivity, and so forth.

Keywords: Wild animals; Camels; domesticated animals; Horses; Rabrab (foam, as of the ocean or
around the mouth of an animal); Rahl (Saddle); Sirb (Shoal); Sarj (Pillion); Birds; Nest.

U Al-Jahiz; Abu Uthman Amr ibn Bahr: 7he Book of Animals, edited and annotated by Abd al-Salam Mohammad Harun,
Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi Library and Printing Press, Cairo, 2nd edition, 1384 AH / 1965 CE, vol 1, p 324.
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