i uinl g Gl o) i ) ooubitl|

dxle dud! musm ) e Al
3)guaial! daela— Cla¥ Al

: ué}u-‘.ﬁ
YA a)¥ doge 0 ouilad 8 OLeldll Con paunge | (usinyEosd Andlas ddds b oy Condl 108
Glas Ledd Jaliaidglly A )¥) Olyiall (o ddalblal) Glujlest) 8 alall Glymid) uSad U1 ¥ YF (Y4
Lol wpgidoling (10 A gamne poocdd ¥ Wladll daaldl Lalyadl (po Bapdall Caalin 8 alS VY Biaadlls
dwd’ (e planld e ,snea” A oo olagOlelAll coa (e Hliiel & VY Aase,dl iuadll Al
eeall At ¥ (Y4 Gloge diuadt) Leludes Bl Oldn
Agde (o Jeles JSdn Gyglogts duge | Biwadll LB Lgily pelddl uady (Y4 Auge,d| duuadll ;5L
b e (s GiimieSn dwdd @il oyslaly dlpan e delay AN gl yEaea" Lelgdielyull wilaatl
OR sr>9 comdl 398 (4o Bi>ge dwad gd Y'iedl Al Lol JOleddd) s cond (Gudald) Cabolad)

bSa" L el o OLEGY! ds

O i 98 Luld) e dwdd JIB GW) Ceoend! Aad SISy WASLE ) aided old gAY (69l Wglse
Jiles puas oot Al il
u.ujﬁﬁj.b‘wﬂ‘ ¢w\:&5¢3 LQLA-\&-”«TA} ‘u.uM:«.b 40{91:!)&‘9:43 . zzmw‘ QLQ-‘S-'

Abstract

This research explores how Theocritus addresses the theme of the love of boys in his
pastoral poems—specifically in poems 12, 13, 29, 30, and 23—which reflect the general
evolution of romantic practices between the Archaic and Hellenistic periods. Poem 12 is
halfway between the textual drama of Aeolian poetry, interacting with a group of its
addressees. In pastoral poem 13, we find an apology for the love of boys, representing
Theocritus’s way of defending himself against the criticisms raised by Nicias regarding
his romantic life. In poems 29 and 30, the unfaithful boy appears in poem 29, and the poet
himself in poem 30, fully developed from the scenes of dramatic poetry. Theocritus’s self-
awareness depends on his presence and development, allowing him to present himself as a
spokesperson for the traditional theme of the love of boys. Poem 23 offers a brief tale
about the power of love and forms part of the narrator’s attempt to persuade a young man
to yield to his desires. Additionally, the story of the lover who took his own life out of
despair serves as a strategy to avoid a similar fate.

Keywords: Theocritus, Hellas, love of boys, Nicias, the self, Homer.
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